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Attendees: 
 

 

1. Call to order: 8:30 am 

2. Roll Call 

All participants introduced themselves. 

3. Time for public to speak on items not on the agenda 

No members of the public were present at the meeting. 

4. Approve minutes from previous meeting 

IB motioned to approve the minutes from the June 2017 meeting. SD seconded. Meeting 
minutes were approved without further edits or revisions.  

 Action item: D-MAX will post meeting minutes on the Project Clean Water website. 

The group then agreed change the order of items as originally set forth in the meeting 
agenda to the following:  

5. Rollover of unspent FY17 funds (previously agenda item 8) 

6. FY 17 WQIP Annual Report (previously agenda item 7) 

7. Tijuana River Valley Recovery Team update (previously agenda item 4) 

8. County Parks update (previously agenda item 5) 

9. Watershed special study planning for FY 18 (previously agenda item 6) 

5.  Rollover of unspent FY17 funds   

The group discussed the roll-over budget from last year’s program implementation. The 
amount from the FY 2016-2017 purchase order not spent totaled $52,817.  

County motioned to approve the roll over budget. SD seconded. IB concurred. Roll over 
budget was approved. The FY end invoices will be less than projected. Funding will be 
returned based on the percentages contributed.  

6. FY17 WQIP Annual Report 

a) Initial FY16 WQIP Annual Report feedback from Regional Board  

Organization Names 

City of Imperial Beach (IB) Chris Helmer 

City of San Diego (SD) 

Brianna Menke 

Julia Chase 

Brandon Iledan 

County of San Diego (County) 
Tracy Cline (WPP) 

Deb Mosley (DPR) 

David Norgard (DPR) 

Amec Foster Wheeler (Amec) 
Matt Rich 

Brenda Stevens 

D-MAX Engineering, Inc. (D-MAX) John Quenzer 

Dudek (Dudek) Bryn Evans 
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Representatives of the watershed group have asked the Regional Board whether 
the group should expect comments on FY 2015-2016 annual report. The Regional 
Board is still reviewing the annual reports. No major compliance issues or 
comments have come up. Unofficial input from the Regional Board (Christina Arias), 
mainly focused on the San Diego River and San Diego Bay annual reports, included 
that they would like to see the WQIP reports be more public-friendly and include 
more graphics. Many reports discussed progress toward performance based goals, 
but lacked the detail desired for progress toward water quality improvement goals. 
This is less of a concern for the Tijuana River WMA because Permit term goals 
based on loads (i.e., water quality data) have been established, and the 2015-2016 
annual report included a graphic comparing results to date to both Permit-term and 
longer term, including final, goals. It is possible that Regional Board staff could 
attend a future meeting to discuss comments on the report, but Regional Board staff 
have not made any specific commitment to do so at this time. 

b) Responses to Regional Board jurisdictional audit (irrigation runoff focus)  

No additional watershed Responsible Parties beyond IB have received letters from 
the Regional Board regarding the jurisdictional audits. It is unclear if or when SD 
and the County will receive similar audit findings. Reponses to the audit findings are 
required to be included as part of the next JRMP annual report submittals, which will 
be attached to the WQIP annual reports due to the Regional Board in January 2018.  

c) Schedule  

Amec passed out a draft schedule, which included due dates for the annual 
reporting as follows: 

 Jurisdictional Data (strategy implementation table, photos and additional 
detail for strategies to highlight, dry weather outfall monitoring data sharing 
spreadsheet and lab EDDs, etc.) due to Amec– September 27, 2017 

 Amec provides draft Annual Report to RAs for review—October 11, 2017 

 Comments on draft due to Amec—October  25, 2017 

 Amec provides revised Annual Report to RAs for review—November 8, 2017 

 Comments on revised draft due to Amec—November 27, 2017 

 Amec provides final Annual Report to RAs—December 8, 2017 

 Final Annual Report with management approvals and signatures due from 
RAs to Amec—January 12, 2018 

 Final Annual Report due to Regional Board—January 31, 2017 

 Action item: Consultant team will identify strategies that jurisdictions may want to 
highlight (and provided photos and additional detail for) in the main body or 
executive summary of the annual report. 

7. Tijuana River Valley Recovery Team update  

The TRVRT meeting was cancelled for this month. However, watershed activities include: 
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a) The Copermittees submitted a letter to Congress requesting increased border 
infrastructure funding. Every mayor in San Diego County signed the letter. The letter 
requested a 50/50 match for infrastructure funding for wastewater treatment 
systems and pumps.  

b) The International Boundary and Water Commission (IBWC) agreed to implement a 
Best Management Practice (BMP) Feasibility Assessment for East of Dairy Mart 
Road to determine what type of treatment capabilities may be implemented on the 
property for dry weather capture and maximize opportunities to capture trash and 
sediment.  

c) The following grant applications were submitted for Prop 1 funding:  

o California State Parks submitted an application for continued funding for the 
maintenance of the Goat Canyon Sediment Basins. 

o County Parks and Recreation submitted an application for the Brown 
Property project. 

o River Partners submitted a grant application to identify properties for 
restoration. The grant application includes planning, but not implementation.  

d) During the trash meeting, the Mexican Consulate expressed that they want to more 
actively participate in the U.S. Minute 320 meetings.   

e) Regional Board consideration of a Tijuana River TMDL focused on trash and 
bacteria, with the IWBC as the responsible party, will likely be delayed until the next 
triennial review. The group’s understanding is that the Regional Board still supports 
the development of TMDLs but needs to devote staff resources to other current 
priorities, such as the bacteria TMDL reopener process.  It is possible that the 
Regional Board may draft investigative order(s) to be issued to the IBWC before the 
start of the next triennial review process.  

f) SD is making progress on Phase II of the H&H Study, and will be submitting a data 
request to receive data available for the Mexican portion of the watershed. To 
receive data, Mexico may also want to have access to the equivalent data available 
for the U.S. portion of the watershed. County and IB data are publically available, so 
no issues with sharing data are anticipated.  

 Action item: SD will forward a copy of the draft H&H study to Deb Mosley at the 
County. 

8. County Parks update 

County Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) provided an update on their projects 
being implemented within the watershed. Parks and Recreation owns much of the land in 
the eastern U.S. portion of the Tijuana River watershed, and try to act as stewards of the 
land through a range of programs including:  

a) Tijuana River Valley Regional Park Public Use and Economic Feasibility Study - The 
Tijuana River Valley Regional Park Public Use and Economic Feasibility Study was 
recently completed to determine the feasibility of increasing recreational 
opportunities within the park. Based on the results of the study, campground 
facilities will be added as funding is available. The campground facilities will 
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potentially include family campsite(s), equestrian campsite(s), and nature education 
and outreach events targeting low income community groups.  

b) Tijuana River Valley Regional Park Trails and Habitat Enhancement Project - DPR 
is also working on a number of habitat restoration and non-native plant removal 
projects. To date, approximately 50 miles of trails have been closed for a 5-year 
restoration period, and 22 miles of new multi-use and single-use trails have been 
created. Furthermore, approximately two acres of tamarisk stands adjacent to the 
Tijuana River Parkway have been removed.  

c) Brown Property Project - The Brown Property Project is the planning and 
environmental phase. The project is waiting on the results of the City’s H&H study to 
avoid duplication in efforts.  

d) Nelson Sloan Quarry Project - The Nelson Sloan Quarry Project is a joint project 
with California State Parks, with State Parks taking the lead. The agencies are 
working on a mechanism to begin project implementation and begin using the 
former quarry for sediment management/depository and restoration of the property.  

e) Dredging of Smugglers Gulch - DPR will remove sediment from Smugglers Gulch in 
anticipation of Alta Terra’s installation of new trash boom. The trash booms will be 
installed for a three-year pilot project.  

9. Watershed Special Study Planning for FY18 

The draft list of potential options for watershed special study budget was distributed to the 
group on July 17, 2017. Study Options include: 

 Sediment Special Study Phase II 

 Modified Special Study: Integrated Sediment and Trash Assessment 

 Develop a “State of the Watershed” 

 Support/Collaborate with the TRVRT on existing projects 

 BMP Feasibility Assessment for Federal Property East of Dairy Mart Road 

There was not enough time for discussion. Item will be moved to August agenda.  

10. Other items (time permitting, no action will be taken) 

Update on action items from previous Watershed Group meeting 

(Note that the status provided below is as of the date of the meeting) 

Re: Meeting Minutes  

 D-MAX will post meeting minutes from the last meeting on the Project Clean Water 

website. ☑ Completed 

Re: Potential Pending Regional Board regulatory actions for Tijuana River Valley, 

 The group indicated regular updates from the TRVRT would be beneficial. Add 
TRVRT updates as a recurring agenda item for FY 2017-2018 watershed workgroup 

meetings. ☑ Completed. Tijuana River Valley Recovery Team updates has been 

added as a recurring agenda item. 
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 D-MAX and County watershed protection staff will reach out to County DPR staff to 
see if County Parks staff can give an update on their activities at a future watershed 

meeting. ☑ Completed. County DPR representatives attended July 2017 meeting 

(see notes above).  

Re: Special study update 

 Amec, Dudek, and D-MAX will summarize potential options for use of budgeted FY 

2017-2018  special study funds and send out to the group. ☑ Completed. Summary 

provided to the group on July 17, 2017. 

The next meeting will be held on August 15, 2017 from 8:30am to 10:00 am at County Operations, 
5510 Overland Avenue, 4th Floor Room 472.

 


